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No. I. — CONGREGATIONAL. 


BY PRESIDENT STURTEVANT OF ILLINOIS COLLEGE, 


One of the most marked peculiarities of the 
Christian churches known as Congrcegational 
makes the task attempted in this article very diffi- 
eult to be satisfactorily performed. They have 
no written creed to which all are required to give 
theiggassent, and no rules of government which 
havé the binding force of statute law. Their 
ereed is a common conception of the teachings of 
the divine Word, and their rules of government 
are principles of common law, founded on natural 
equity and the precepts of Christ. The author of 
this article must, therefore, be understood to 
appear before the public only as a witness to 
matters of fact, as he sees them in the expressed 
beliefs of his brethren and the practice of the 
churches. 

FAITH. 
Congregationalists are unanimous in regarding 


the Christian religion as no mere development of |. 


the human mind, no result of speculation and 
scientific discovery, but a gift of: God to man 
through a supernatural and miraculous revela- 
tion. They regard that revelation as so embodied 
in the Seriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
thatfit is to be learned from them by candidly 
applying to those records the laws of interpreta- 
tion by which men are accustomed to understand 
each other’s language. 

They believe that the Bible contains and intel- 
ligibly sets forth a most unique and characteristic 
body of truth, respecting God and his government, 
and man’s condition, duty, danger, and destiny ; 
and that every man who carefully studies that 
book in a spirit of candor, and in the use of that 
reason and common sense which God has given to 
us all, will not fail to learn that truth from it. 

‘The following poinis of faith may be mentioned 
as embraced with one consent by Congregation- 
alists : 

That God is the Creator and Governor of the 
universe, and the one only rightful object of 
worship and supreme regard. 

That God is revealed to us under the threefold 
distinction of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This 
threefold distinction in the Godhead is received 
on the authority of revelation alone, and is so 
held as to make those who accept it liable to no 
charge of believing contradictory propositions, as 
that God is in the same sense one and three, since 
it is the hight of proud presumption for us, in our 
shortness of vision, to affirm that there can be 
nothing in the divine nature which justifies this 
distinction, and renders tho language of Scripture 
reali, 0 these three divine persons appropriate, 
and arnionious with reality. If any one can 
show us anything in this doctrine which the 
Scriptures do not teach, that we will reject; if 
anything which, as he understands it, is absurd 
and self-contradictory, that wedo not believe ; 
but we still understand the Seriptures to teach 
that the Holy Spirit, whom the Father sends in 
the name of the Son, is a person, and not an im- 
personal influence ; and to ascribe divine attri- 
butes to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to warrant us 
in offering to him our worship as God manifest in 
the flesh. 

‘That the office of Jesus Christ is fitly expressed 
by such words as Mediator, Redeemer, Savior ; 
that the Son of God, by dwelling in human flesh, 
became our brother; that by voluntarily sub- 
miiting to the death of the cross for our sins, he 
became the only true Priest for the human race, 
and offered up himself as the one only accepiable 
victim,.and that there is no. other way by which 
sinners approach to God except.through this great 
High ‘Priest. 

That it is the office of the Holy Spirit to con- 
vince men of their own sins, of the perfect right- 
eousness of Christ, and of a judgment to come, 
and thus to renew and sanctify them through the 
truth of God. 

That all men are in such sense free agents, as 
to be justly held responsible for their own actions 
and characters, and this free agency is precisely 
coextensive with moral accountability ; and that 
while God never suspends or interferes with this 
attribute .of moral freedom wherewith he has 
endowed every man, he governs the universe by 
a plan so wise, all-seeing, and comprehensive, as 
to afford to all his subjects the most satisfactory 
assurance that he will not be baffled or disap- 
pointed in respect to the accomplishment of all the 
holy, benignant, and merciful aims of his govern- 
ment. 

That in some manner prefectly consistent with 
personal moral accountability, all men are sinners, 
and through their sins in a state of moral ruin, 
death. 

That all may be saved from this state of sin 
and death by repentance, faith, and the bringing 
forth in a new life of fruits worthy of repentance ; 
and that all who seek shall enjoy the promised 
aids of God’s Spirit in escaping from the dominion 
of sin, and leading that new life which God re- 
quires ; and that without such repentance, faith, 
and new life, there is no salvation. 

That there is to be a day of judgment, in which 
the relations of all the human race to Christ will 
be finally and for ever settled, and that as the con- 
Sequence of the sentence which he, the Jndge of 

quick and dead, shall then pronounce, the right- 
eous shall enter into life eternal, and the Wicked 
shall go away into everlasting punishmeny-. 

ORDER OF THE CHURCH. 

~ Congregationalists regard the Greek word “ ec- 
clesia,” as abundantly used in the New/Testament, 
to express an idea which belongs mo# peculiarly 
to Christianity, viz. : that of a socisty of persons” 
separated from the rest of mankidd, and bound 
together by a hearty acceptance 6f Jesus Christ 
as the Redeemer and Savior of men. Sometimes 
the persons 80 united are spokgh of as composing 
& local Christian society, for mutnal edification, 
instruction, and worship, te observance of the 
ordinances of Christ, and ¢he propagation of the 
Gospel. Sometimes the sjme word is applied to 
the whole body of the {<ithful in Christ Jesus in 
the world, not as bound'together by any visible 
Organization, but as og vast brotherhood, united 
by the one moral bond of faith in Christ. . Some- 
times the same worl is applied to the glorious 
company of the redeemed in heaven, “ the church 
of the first-born.’”/ 

The meaning 4f the word is believed to be per- 

_ feetly agg ough all these applications, the 
> coed of the disciples of Christ. And these 
haust its yse ja a religions sence in the New Tes- 


<< f 


applications of the word are believed to ex- | 


Wotices 
T- Lo Sy 








tament. 

grown out of the history of hierarchies and sects, 
whether ancient, medieval, or modern—as the 
Roman Church, the Greek Church, the English 
Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Congrega- 
tional Church, and the like—are wholly unknown 
in the Apostolic writings, and describe religious 
ideas and ecclesiastical arrangements which the 
Apostles never sanctioned and never conceived of; 
and Congregationalists generally believe the pecu- 
liar ideas which these phrases express to be as ill 
suited to atrue Christian society in modern as in 
Apostolic times. 

They regard the local soeiety of believers for 
ordinances, worship, and instruction, as an ar- 
rangement which results as necessarily from the 
social tendencies of the Gospel, and the common 
convictions, afiections, hopes, and experiences of 
hearts regenerated by the Word and Spirit of God, 
as civil society does from our common human na- 
ture, and which is abundantly sanctioned and en- 
couraged by the example and teaching of the 
Apostles. They find no countenance or sanction 
for any system of church courts, exercising au- 
thority over the action of such local societies, or 
subjecting them to any authoritative care, super- 
vision, or control ; and they regard all such systems 
of church judicature as unwise and injurious in 
practice, and tending to produce division and 
alienation among brethren who ought to be united 
in the closest sympathy and co-operation. 

They generally believe that the local church 
should open its doors to all true disciples of Christ, 
and, so far as the fallible judgment of imperfect 
men can discriminate, to no others ; that the church 
is the “household of God,” and should be the 
loved and peculiar house of all his true children ; 
and that in exercising this discrimination, the 
candidate for admission should’ be expected to 
furnish evidence that he is earnestly endeavoring 
to live a holy life, and that holds the great 
characteristic doctrines of the eVangelical system 
as far as he has had opportunity and experience 
to understand them and form a judgment respect- 
ing them. No man who does not lead in some 
good degree a devout and godly fe, and no man 
who intelligently and deliberately rejects the char- 
acteristic doctrines of the evangelical system, can 
expect to enjoy the Christian fellowship of Con- 
gregationalists. On the other hand, all efforts to 
exclude from such fellowship persons who are in 
such degree Christian in faith and practice, on 
account of any peculiarities of speculation not 
inconsistent therewith, have uniformly proved 
unavailing. Congregationalists believe in liberty, 
the largest liberty, though they cannot accept as a 
Christian one who deliberately rejects Chris- 
tianity. 

They hold that the members of any church are 
bound to promote by all means in their power 
each other’s spiritual welfare and growth in 


grace, to endeavor to reclaim the erring and sin- 


ning by kind admonition and warning, and to 
exclude from their fellowship ell such as persist- 
ently disown Christ or violate the laws of his 
household ; and that one so excluded from the 
church stands in the same relation to it as those 
who have never been united to it, “as a heathen 
man anda publican.” + 

They believe thai every jeg’ @oeicty of Chris- 
tians has full authority to provide for its own 
instruction and edification, by choosing and 
inducting into office its own religious teachers 
and official persons, and to remove the same and 
substitute others in their place as_ they shall 
think the interests of the church require; and 
that all acts and ministrations of church-officers 
s0 constituted are valid and acceptable to the 
Master, so far only as they are performed in 
accordance with the teachings of the Word and 
Spirit of God. They regard the church as a 
brotherhood, and they recognize no superiority of 
one brother over another, except the superiority 
of wisdom and virtue. 

Although they acknowledge no judicial author- 
ity whatever, empowered to exercise any super- 
vision over the local Christian assembly, yet they 
do recognize with fervent affection the spiritual 
oneness of the whole church of God under 
heaven, and deny the rightfulness of all organiza- 
tions and arrangements which are contradictory 
thereto. They believe that every local church is 
bound to cherish the fellowship of every other, to 
avoid everything which in any way threatens 
scandal or reproach to the great Christian brother- 
hood. For this reason they think it wise and 
expedient that, in all cases invelving peculiar 
doubt or difficulty, or affecting the peace, pros- 
perity, and purity of neighboring churches, the 
advice and co-operation of other churches in the 
vicinity should be soaght. 

Accordingly, it is their custom to call councils, 
consisting of minisfers and delegates from sister 
churches, in relation to constituting and dissolving 
the pastoral relation and the settlement of any 
difficulties pertaining to doctrine or discipline 
which may o¢cur in any of the churches. In 
respect, for example, to the settlement of a pastor 
over g particalar church, a council is called—not 
because the church is not competent to choose its 
own pastos, and to invest him with all the author- 
ity which any pastor can exercise—but because 
the infivence of a pastor is not confined to the 
church over which he presides, but, according to 
his ab/lity, is more or less felt through many neigh- 
boring churches ; and it is therefore fit that such 
churches should, by their representatives, unite in 
aseertaining his soundness and ability to teach 
those things which pertain to the kingdom 
o@ God. The council assembles only by the 
invitation of the church. It does not install or 
dismiss a pastor, but co-operates with the 
church in doingit. So of all other cases in which 
a council takes part in the action of a church : it is 
constituted only by the choice of the church ; it is 
not a judicatory ; it decides nothing by author- 
ity ; it appears simply to express the united wis- 
dom of neighboring churches on questions more 
or less important to the edification of the whole 
Christian brotherhood ; and that judgment is ex- 
pressed, not in a spirit of dictation, but of loving 
entreaty, because, “ if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it.” When such a judgment 
of a council has been expressed, the question is 
still open to the church, whether it will adopt or 
reject the advice given; and no church can be 
excluded from fellowship de jure, or for any great 
length of time de facto, unless it Shall appear that 
in rejecting the advice of the council, it has apos- 
tatized from Christ, and denied the faith. 

It must, perhaps, be admitted that councils 
sometimes seem to assume a tone of authority, 
which indicates a forgetfulness of the advisory 
nature of their functions; but in just so far as 
they do so, they depart from the true spirit of the 
Congregational polity, and from the principles of 
our revered fathers. It is not, perhaps, improper 
to suggest, that the spiritual power of the echurch- 
es of this form would be greatly increased by a 
fresh revival of this spirit of Congregational lib- 
erty. 


Sourn Caurcn LectTures.—A course of ser- 
mons is about being delivered in the South Bap- 
tist church in this city (Rev. A. H. Burli 
pastor) upon those doctrines of Christianity in 
which all evangelical Christians have a common 





with tre Cospel, even so we speak, 


NEW YORK, 
interest. The lectures will be in defense of great 
doctrines assailed at the present day. They are 


to be given by distinguished clergymen of various 
denominations. The following have consented, 


take part in the course: Rev. Drs. Tyng, A. H. 
Vinton, Storrs, Thompson, William Adams, Shedd, 
De Witt, Rice, Hitchcock, Ganse, Weston, and 
Stevens. . 

There has been nothing of the kind in this city, 
of equal extent and promise, since the Murray- 
street lectures, a generation ago. 





A MORNING HYMN. 
BY WILLIAM H. BURLEIGH. 


Sixq to the Lord !—the shades of night 
At His command have passed away, 

And the dim morning’s doubtfal light 
Hath brightened to the full-orbed day. 


Watched by that Eyr which never sleeps, 
Safe, and in confidence, we slept ; 

Who suns and stars innumerous keeps, 
His servant faithfully hath kept. 


No earthquake shock, no hungry flame, 
No tempest with destroying breath, 
At midnight to our dwelling came, 
To make our sleep the sleep of death. 


Thy guardian angels, Lorp ! were near 

To smoothe the pulse and soothe the breast ; 
Nor torturing pain, nor haunting fear, 

Broke the sweet quiet of our rest. 


Now called to duty by the light 

Our morning thanks to thee we pay, 
For the kind ministry of night, 

For the new glory of the day ; 


For life preserved, for strength renewed, 
For the dear Love that guards us still— ~ 

But best we speak our gratitude . 
By wills submissive to Thy will. 





THE NATIONAL PROMISE OF 1863. 


BY HORACE GREELEY. 


readers, the issue of President Lincoln’s final 
Proclamation of Freedom will have grandly inau- 
gurated the third year of our War for National 
existence. Let us consider the circumstances 
under which that document is given to the world, 
and the national hopes which it is calculated to 
inspire. 

It cannot be plausibly disputed that the general 
aspects of the war have for some months past been 
inauspicious. The ravages of our commerce by 
the British corsair “290” or Alabama; the 
ominous demonstration of Louis Napoleon, looking 
to an unfriendly intervention in our quarrel ; the 
bloody repulse of Gen. Burnside’s attempt to force 
the Rebel lines at Fredericksburg ; the discom- 
fiture and dispersion or capture of outposts of the 

nion armies in the Southwest at Hartsville, 
Trenton, Tenn., Holly Springs,.etc.; the repeated 
surprises of positions in the rear of Gen. Burnside 
at Dumfries ‘and Occoquan, all tend to weaken 
the National strength and heart; while the suc- 
cessful incursion of Gen. Foster into the heart of 
North Carolina, and the creditable victory of Gen. 
Herron over a numerically superior Rebel army at 
Prairie Grove, Arkansas, afford no adequate con- 
solation. It is but admitting the simple truth to 
say that, in spite of our enormous armaments and 
expenditures, we are at best no nearer the over- 
throw of the Slaveholders’ Rebellion than we 
were three months ago. In other words, the new 
policy henceforth to be acted on by the Unionists 
takes the National cause at its lowest ebb, and 
when it is manifest that without it there is no 
salvation. 

That the new Proclamation, reiterating and 
enforcing in substance that of Sept. 22d last, will 
appear on the Ist of January, 1863, is no longer 
doubted. There is all manner of higgling as to 
its scope; there are efforts to exempt this State 
and that district from its operation, which, it may 
well be feared, will prove far too successful ; but 
that the second Proclamation will be promptly 
issued, and that it will declare the freedom of all 
slaves of Rebels and all slaves of “persons re- 
siding or being in States or parts of States at this 
moment in rebellion against the authority and 
unity of the United States, is beyond question. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis, on behalf of his Rebel 
Confederacy, has anticipated this issue. On the 
23d inst. he fulminated from Richmond a Proc- 
lamation of death to all “ negro slaves” who may 
be found fighting for the Union and all “ commis- 
sioned officers” who may be captured while “ in 
company with” such slaves. He says, indeed, 
that such “ negro slaves” are to be “at once de- 
| livered over to the executive authorities of the 
respective States to which they belong, to be dealt 
with according to the laws of said States ;” but no 
one will seriously contend that negroes cap- 


jected to any néce scrutiny to determine 
whether they were bond or free six months 
ago, or to what State they formerly belonged. 
They will be summarily and surely put to 
death, if this savage order is respected, and may 
think themselves happy if a shot or stab shall 
make a speedy end of their suffering, instead of 
the horror-inspiring ordeal of burning alive, 
which is the severer penalty often inflicted on in- 
surgent slaves. The White officers of the United 
States, when found “serving in company. with 
said slaves,” will doubtless be shot or hung in a 
more considerate and gentlemanly manner. Such 
is the hideous roar of terror and despair where- 
with the Slaveholders’ Rebellion betrays its con- 
sciousness that the President has at last aimed a 
blow at its vitals, and that success must surely re- 
ward loyalty in the heart and vigor in the arm 
that strikes for the Union. 

At length, after two years of desultory and in- 
decisive fighting, the Union musters courage to 
utter the magic word Freepom. The Rebellion, 
quivering to its core and seeing its doom 
surely at hand, can make no better response than 
Murder. 

The fault is aot that of Davis, but of the cause. 
If anything better could be said, he would doubt- 
less have said it. It is the fatal necessity of 
Wrong that it can only be upheld—nay, it cannot 
be upheld; it can only be temporarily defended— 
by Crime. ! 

“Crowns got by blood must be by blood maintained.” 


We enter this week upon a new stage of the 
great struggle—that inaugurated by the policy of 
Emancipation. What are to be the effects of that 
policy? I answer: 

I. There is no longer a shadow of doubt that the 
great mass of the slaves ardently desire their Free- 
dom. On this point, the testimony afforded by the 
experience of the last two years is uniform and 
emphatic. There are many who stil] assert that 





unless hindered by unforeseen circumstances, to ° 


Berore this sheet can reach a majority of iis’ 


tured in arms for the Union will be sub-. 


the slaves will not fight for Freedom, or will fight 
to little or no purpose ; there are none remaining 
who insist that they will not run for it. Unvary- 
ing experience has established that all the able- 
bodied will escape from their masters to our camps, 
if they can there be sure.of welcome and protec- 
tion. It follows, then, that, so long as our «armies 
shall simply remain in the heart of the Rebellion 
—which is of course the heart also of the slave- 
holding region—there will be a constant tendency 
of the slaves to eseape to our lines, and vive all 
possible information and aid to our commanders, 
and that a great share of Rebel effort, time, and 
attention, must bé devoted to counteracting this 
tendency—and this with at best but partial suc- 
cess. 

IJ. The slaves are far better informed now than 

they have been with regard to the Causes and objects 
of the struggle. At first,they were i) by their 
chivalrous masters that the Nor*her;, invaders 
came to steal them—to freeze them .» decth in 
Canada—above wil, to sell them to fuba. The 
early Proclamations and Orders oi Paitter- 
son, McClellan,.Halleck, Sherman, ete., and the 
official overruling of Fremont’s and of Hunt- 
er’s orders by President Lincoln, gave a color of 
plausibility to these falsehoods. The brutal treat- 
ment of fagittaeres from Rebeldom by too 
many of our officers and soldiers confirmed the 
most unfavorable impressions. Still, the mass of 
the negroes were Only perplexed and made to hes- 
iiate. For they well knew. from the unrestrained 
conversations o# the masters held in, the presence 
of their household dependents, that the War upon 
the Union was a War for Slavery—that it had no 
other impulse or justification. Not being trained 
in schools of casuistry, in the niesr subileties of 
logic, they jumped to the conclusion that, where 
one side was fighting for Slavery, the other must 
be fighting agaiyst it. Our past policy did much 
to shake this conviction, but was never able 
! wholly to overthrow it. 
}; HI. The Proelamation of Sept. 22 resounded 
through the land. The Slaves have long since 
heard it, or hegrd of it. They know that Presi- 
dent Lincoln hig declared them free after the lst 
of January, 186%; and they know just when that 
day arrives. They have been silently reflecting, 
conferring, counseling, praying, with regard to 
‘it. Not being skilled in the exposition of Demo- 
cratic platforms, they have no question as to the 
validity and stitutionality of the President’s 
improved mode of fighting wie Rebellion. They 
eagerly anticipate the Day wi Jubilee, and are pre- 
paring to profit by it—not, of course, by rushing 
unarmed and powerless on’ the Half-Miflion bay- 
oncts of the Relgl Confederacy, but by improving 
every opportunity to eseape frem Bondage into 
Freedom. It will not be~balf so safe as it has 
been to leave a vang of ‘hem within sight of a 
camp or marchi)" column of our Volunteers. 

IV. Europe, eluding our worst wishers in 
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not adopt nor 


| Contederates are alike fighting 
there is no moral difference 
ny -y; idee, say that we did 
' to try the Emancipation 
policy until w choice but between doing 
this and con Hiph ef vrs Relic ien. 
But what is Youe oy ig that we refrained 
from doing nmght until we learned by sore ex- 
perience that we could not prosper in doing 
wrong? And if all who thus profit by chasten- 
ing are trimmers and hypocrites, where shall we 
look for the faithful and true? 

V. Finally, having placed ourselves wholly in 
the right, by resolving to fight henceforth the Re- 
bellion and its inciting cause as our enemies alike, 
we may hopefully ask God’s blessing on our future 
exertions. If it be His will that Slavery shall 
now die and the Union live again, He will vouch- 
safe the means, provided we so act as to be worthy 
of this great mercy. We know that His purpose 
will stand, and that we, having done our utmost, 
shall triumph if that be consistent with His 
inscrutable designs, his beneficent ends. ‘So, with 
the Ship of State careering dauntlessly on her 
stormy course, her flag emblazoned with the stars 
of Union and her sails filled with the strong North 
wind of Freedom, let us freight her with our pray- 
ers and our best efforts and commit her without 
fear to the guidance and keeping of Him ‘who 
doeth all things well.’ 





CERTAIN HINTS FOR CERTAIN 
CHURCHES 


BY REV. ROBERT M. HATFIELD. 


A ReEceNT number of The Independent con- 
tained an article on “ Home Evangelization in 
Connecticut,” which brought freshly to my mind 
a subject upon which I have bestowed some 
thought, and to which I desire to ask the attention 
of your readers. The brother who is visiting the 
feeble churches, and laboring to strengthen the 
things “ which remain that are ready to die,” has 
my best wishes for success in his work. God 
grant that many of the churches whose functions 
are suspended, who have “no monthly concert, 
no prayer-meetings,” and who make “ no contribu- 
tions whatever for benevolent objects,” may prove 
to be not dead, but “as a teil-tree and an oak, 
whose substance is in them when they cast their 
leaves.” But there are many localities in which 
efforts to resuscitate feeble and declining churches 
ean only be successful to a very limited extent. 
Churches have been multiplied beyond the wants 
of the people, and beyond their ability to sustain 
them. Hardly anything is more common than to 
find three or four churches in a community where 
not more than one or two are needed. There may 
be good reasons for this in the West, where pro- 
visions are to be made for a rapid increase of 
population, but such a state of things is absurd in 
the older portions of the country, where the popu- 
lation is stationary or declining. I have no 
means of knowing, and have not the slightest 
suspicion where the church is located with which 
your correspondent spent his first Sabbath, so that 
there can be nothing invidious in my reference to 
it. He certainly found it ina most deplorable 
case. After an existence of more than sixty years 
it has a membership of less than fifty, of wham 
only seventeen are men. It is hardly a matter of 
surprise that they have no weekly prayer-mect- 
ing, and that their Sgbbath-school is suspended 
during the winter, and with business deranged, 
and war taxes impending, how can that little 
flock support a pastor, and meet their other cur- 
rent expenses? Whether they ought to attempt 
anything of the kind depends on circumstances. 

If this is the only evangelical church in a neigh- 
borhood where it is needed, and stands as a “ city 
that is set on a hill,” it should be sustained at 
almost any sacrifice. It appears from Mr. Gulli- 
ver’s account that there is an Episcopal church 
near by, whose bell they have been in the habit 
of Airing! on funeral occasions. This Episcopal 
church may have for its rector a man who 
preaches Apostolic succession instead of the Gos- 
pel, and who has far mote zeal for sacerdotal 
vestments and forms of prayer than for the sal- 





that hemispherey-an ni ionger plausibly conten? 


vation of souls; and the people to whom he 
ministers may, with an impudence that is almost 
sublime, claim that their little sect is the only 
Church, and regard the great body of Christian 
believers as guilty of mental schism, and excluded 
from the “covenanted mercies” of God. If the 
church that turns an honest penny by hiring out 
its bell for funerals is of this cWaracter, it may be 
left out of the aecount in considering the spiritual 
wants of the neighborhood. A Puseyite church, 
with a Cream Cheese for a pastor, is a very 
equivocal blessing to any community. But, on 
the other hand, it may be a truly evangelical 
church, with a good minister of Jesus Christ for 
its pastor ; and in the same neighborhood there 
may be other churches of similar character, and 
so many of them that it is impossible that they 
should all become vigorous and efficient. Some 
of them must continue feeble and sickly until they 
die outright. Noghing that they can do for them- 
selves, or that others may do for them, can avert 
such aresult. Itis probably no exaggeration to 
say that there are to-day in New England hund- 
reds of churches in just this condition. They 
are planted where they are not needed, and in 
struggling to live are fighting against manifest 
destiny. And this struggle involves consequen- 
ces that seem to me most deplorable. The pas- 
tors of many of these churches are compelled to 
live on salaries that are utterly inadequate to 
their comfortable support. How can any man on 
Sour hundred dollars a year pgovide for his own 
household and educate his children, to say nothing 
of “ distributing to the necessity of saints,” and 
addicting himself to hospitality. We hear a good 
deal about the privations and sufferings of the 
missionaries to the heathen, but I question whether, 
as a class, they are more pressed and burdened 
than the brethren who cultivate their sterile 
patches in the home field. Cooped up within the 
narrowest limits, and engaged in a work that is 
very much like “ plowing with oxen upon a rock,” 
who can wonder that they grow weary and dis- 
heartened ? The man who can be diligent and 
hopeful in such a work deserves a better field of 
labor, one in which he might do more for the 
Master and for souls. There.is an unwise if not 
wicked waste of ministerial talent in our present 
method of multiplying and sustaining churches 
where they are not called for, and where there is 
no prospect that they will become self-supporting. 
Another bad result of our present system is seen 
in the intense denominational rivalry which it 
engenders and perpetuates. There must be sharp 
contentions between the different denominations 
of Christians when they are hemmed in within 
limits so narrow that they can hardly move with- 
out interfering with each other’s operations. And 
in almost every community in which there is this 
excess of feeble churches, we’ find not Christian 
eharity and mutual helpfulness, but sectarian 
strifes and mutual jealousies. Ephraim i8 en- 
vious of Judah, and Judah vexes Ephraim, while 
the world looks on, and says with bitter and 
stinging irony, “ See how these Christians love one 
another!” It is useless to deny the tact that in 
' many of our denominational movements we are 
suspected of acting trou s° iutiar pride and am- 
bition rather than from 16Ve to Christ. T-woul¢ 
be the last to take up a reproach against the people 
of God, but I am afraid that this suspicion is not 
altogether without foundation. 
can there be for increasing the number of home 
laborers till they crowd the vineyard of the Lord, 
and stand in each other’s way, while millions of 
the heathen are without a missionary or Christian 
teacher ? “ There remaineth yet very much land 
to be possessed,” and we expend the means 
needed for its cultivation in plowing over and 
over again a worn-out and barren field. Are we 
not liable to be charged with having wasted our 
Lord’s goods ? But the evils of our present sys- 
tem of operations are patent and undeniable. 
Every Christian has an interest in the question, 
What ts the remedy for these evils? The present 
seems just the time for the consideration of this 
question. Many of these weak churches have 
been reduced within the last year by the enlist- 
| ment of numbers of their members in our patriot 
army. Thgse volunteers have gone from every 
denomination of Christians, and sacrifices and 
sufferings have brought them nearer together than 
ever they have been before. “They have forgot- 
ten their sectarian divisions in a common pur- 
pose to serve and save their country. Hundreds 
of these brave and good men already fill soldiers’ 
graves, and many others will sink to the same 
rest before the conclusion of the war. Those 
who return home will come back with kindly and 
catholic feelings toward all who are patriots and 
Christians. The churches to which they are re- 
turning are like the skeleton regiments of which 
we have heard so much within the last few 
months. These regiments have been consolidated 
by putting two or more of them together. Why 
not do the same thing with the churches? I am 
aware that to some persons the suggestion of such 
a thing will seem preposterous, if not absolutely 
wicked. My good brother A , a zealous Meth- 
odist class-leader, will look upon the fact that I 
have named such a thing as an evidence that I 
have fallen from grace. The early trials and 
triumphs of Methodism are subjects with which 
he is perfectly familiar, and he cannot tolerate 
the idea of abandoning a single inch of territory 
won by the zeal of Jesse Lee or his successors. 
He glories in the fact that Methodism is “ Chris- 
tianity in earnest,” and he wants to see it estab- 
lished and prospering everywhere. I hope the 
brother will believe me when I assure him that 
I desire as heartily as he possibly can the success 
of the Church of my fathers. But I fail to com- 
prehend the genius of Methodism, if it is any part 
of her mission to expend her energies in efforts to 
build up churches where they are not needed. 
And it certainly seems to me that a plan might be 
devised that would advance the general interests 
of Christ’s kingdom without injuring my own 
denomination. But if I could persuade Brother 
A. to regard the proposition with favor, good 
Deacon B. cannot abide it for a moment. He is 
shocked and scandalized that such a thing is men- 
tioned in The Independent. Congregationalism is 
to him the perfection of excellence and beauty. 
It has made New England all that she is, and he 
looks upon any community that is without a 
church of the “standing order” as being in a 
state of semi-heathenish darkness. The bowels 
of his compassion are s#igred whenever he thinks 
of a people who are ig @@ph a state of moral des- 
titution. But cannot these bréthren be persuaded 
to look for a little at facts as they exist. Here 
are two villages, © and D, having in each of 
them a Congregational and a Methodist church. 
These four churches are all puny and starveling, 
and must remain so, for there are not people 
enough in the two villages to make them other- 
wise, and there is no probability that one denomi- 
nation will absorb the other. They have been 
running about an even race for the last twenty 
years, and are still neck-and-neck. Now, Brother 
A. should understand that the question is not 
whether his denomination shall have a vigorous 
and strong church in each of these villages, for 
that is impossible. And Deacon B. should know 
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that there is no probability that his churches in 
these villages will serve the Methodists as Aaron’s 
rod served the rod of the magicians. And unless 
these brethren are steeped in bigotry, they ought 
to see that it is desirable that one denomination 
should say to the other with regard to these vil- 
lages as Abraham said to Lot when the herdsmen 
quarreled about the pasturage, “ Let there be no 
strife between us. If thou wilt take the left hand 
then will I go to the righi ; or if thou depart to 
the right hand, then will I go to the left.” If 
such an arrangement could be amicably made and 
adhered to in good faith, would it not prove ad- 
vantageous to all concerned ? I very much desire 
to see the experiment tried. Of course, I speak 
only for myself, and have no definite and detailed 
plan to propose. But if a committee of wise and 
godly men, representing the Congregational Gon- 
eral Association of Connecticut, could meet @ 
similar committee from the New York East or 
Providence Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, might they not initiate some movement 
that would lead to important practical results ? 
The suggestions that I have thrown out may be 
premature, but they refer to a subject that must 
sooner or later receive the consideration its im- 
portance demands. 





TO-DAY. 
BY JOEL BENTON, 
Turoven gates of gold and pearl he came, 
The eastern hills were al! a-flame,— 


Hie touched the earth with tender light, 
And kissed away the shades of night. 

“ Here comes our Friend,” the Lily said, 
The Rose blushed to a deeper red, 


And all the gentle race of flowers 
Poured incense for the Morning Hours : 


The sky bent down its deepest blue, 
From tree to tree the Robins flew ; 


The jeweled fields grew hourly fair, 
Bird-carols floated on the air,— 


The woods were still, as in a dream, 
And like a diamond shone the stream. 
“To-day, a King is, in disguise,” 
Observed a poet, shrewdly wise ; 


A Servant, also, to obey 
And lead you where you point the way. 


Who wrestle with him hour by hour, 
He leads to Fame and Wealth and Power ; 


For, who would win his treasured stores, 
Must first assail his realm by Force. 


Small note he takes of varying creeds, 
His record lies in words and deeds— 


Actions that grow to fair renown— 
These are the jewels in his crown. 


Discourse is vain; his lips are dumb, 
No oracles from him can come,— 


To all the questioner says or thinks, 
He is as subile as the Sphinx. 


' To bin disses céntered ae, 
His realm extends to Sun and Star,— 


And on his car, which will not wait, 
He bears the Keys of Time and Fate. 


Up, Man! and labor while you may, 
Behold your King, or Slave, To-Day. 





FROM OUR ENGLISH CORRESPONDENT. 


IRON SHIP-BUILDING IN GREAT BRITAIN—THE CONFEDE- 
RATE NAVY. 
EnGLanpD, Dec. 12, 1862. 

There is great activity in the iron ship-building 
trade, particularly in the Clyde. Unless Mr. Cameron 
has been misrepresented and sensationized, he is 
understood to have reported that this activity was, 
mainly, on Confederate account. For some time past 
we have heard that a consort for the Alabama was 
nearly ready, in Mr. Laird’s yard at Birkenhead. We 
are now assured that this ship is built for a well- 
known English merchant engaged in the China trade, 
and is to be added to his commercial fleet. I have a 
list before me of sixteen ships, constructing, or nearly 
completed, on the Clyde, and which active imagina- 
tions, or stout Southern mendacity, affirm to be “ the 
Confederate Navy.” The chief of these are three 
large ships, frigates, completing by the Napiers for the 
Turkish Government, the contract price for which is 
about four million dollars. Messrs. Caird of Green, 
ock have just launched a fine ship, the America: 
she is for the Nord-Deutsche-Lloyds of Bremen. 
The same firm is building for the American and 
Hamburg Steam Packet Company; also two mail 
steamers for England and France, in connection with 
two railway companies ; and five paddle-wheel steam- 
ers for the home trade. Other ships are being built for 
the mail service between Glasgow and Belfast, also 
by the Napiers. This firm is also building for Den- 
mark, which has good reason to fear that the coveted 
Schleswig, with its seaboard and harbors, will be 
annexed by “ Germany” when the pretext has been 
sufficiently nursed, and occasion serves. 

I have no reason to doubt the good faith of the 
statements here made. They play havoc with the 
Confederate navy—and so, perhaps, may not be ac- 
cepted without some loyal American skepticism. Of 
another great navy, it was once said : 


‘The Spanish fleet we could not see, 
Because ’twas out of sight.” 

At present the Confederate fleet is. certainly out of 
British sight ; and it is reasonably to be expected that 
ere this the one Alabama will be securely moored in 
a loyal port, preparatory to doing the state some 
service, to counterbalance the mischief she has 
wrought. It must, however, be confessed that there 
is a little British perfidy in this case, for there is the 
wish and some expectation that one of Admiral 
Milne’s active commanders may have the first word 
with the felonious ship. W. 





VISIT OF DR. ANDERSON TO THE SAND- 
WICH ISLANDS. 


To rue Epitors or Tue INDEPENDENT : 

In view of the many difficult problems which it 
seems necessary to solve before the American Board 
can fully retire from its work at the Sandwich Is- 
lands, the Prudential Committee, after giving much 
attention to the subject, have thought it best that the 
Foreign Secretary should visit the Islands, spending 
some time in conference with the missionary breth- 
ren at different stations, and subsequently meeting 
them at their general convocation in June. 

The Hawaiian people have, indeed, in their consti- 
tution, laws, institutions, and profession, all the.char- 
acteristics of a Christianized nation. Still their civ- 
ilization, their enlightenment and cultivation, are 48 
yet but partial. Their dwellings and social life are 

generally rude ; they are lacking in industry, in judg- 

ment, and in decision of character; they are prone 

to the national sin which is wasting the ’ 

and the missionaries find great difficulty in institut- 
ing a trustworthy native ministry, and in bringing the 
native churches to a self-governing position. 

’ Dr. Anderson expects to sail from New York on 
the 12th of January, and hopes, with the divine 
blessing, to be at home again in September. 





Misstonany Hovsx, Boston, Dec. 29, 1862. 








